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You are cordially invited You cannot do a kindness too soon because you
to attend the annual never know how soon it will be too late.
Whatcom Lodge Ralph Waldo Emerson
Holiday Awards MFLA Report Calendar
. . The November 19t meting of MFLA was at-
nght Dinner tended by eight brothers and sisters. The of Events
main focus of business was election of next
Z year's officers. John Browne, nominations Dec 3" Evergreen Assembly 17 IORG

) ) . ) committee, advised that the committee was hosts a Pancake Breakfast. Hours are
This event is a special occasion | unable to find any candidates interested in|  7:30 am to noon, at W. M aplewood.

i ievemen positions for the next year. Since Verne .
0 reCOgnlze_the_aChlev s Christianson was the only person willing to San Juan Lodge #175 Installation of
and dedication of our stand for the office of President he was| ~ OfICerS
brothers, sisters, elected again to that office. M. H. Buck Dec 4" Bethel # 25 meets, 6:30 pm. at
. . Strickland said he would be willing to serve as (BMC)
family and friends

VP for this next year, he was likewise elected. th ; ;
T ' ; Dec 7" Valley of Bellingham Scottish
who have labored Nominations were open for the office of Sec- Rite holds it?sy annual C%ristmas Din-

retary /Treasurer and three calls for nomina- ner. at the Scottish Rite Hall
on be_ha” of our L_odge, ) tions produced no takers. President ’ " ’ .
Community & Masonic Family | christianson declared the Office of Sec/Tres|  Dec 8" Whatcom Lodge holds 3" De-
vacant. gree at 7 pm, W. Maplewood.

Dec 10" Bethel 25 10JD hosts Holi-

Z . ,
The next meeting of MFLA will be Sat. January )
. . day Breakfast & Movie, 8;30 am ($5
There will be entertainment on hand | 21st, at 10 am. hosted by Whatcom Lodge. ata{/N. Maplewood. ()
for our guests President Christianson said that Lodges and

Chapters need to make their feelings known if Whatcom Lodge # 151 hosts its annual

RSVP form on pages 3/4 MFLA should continue - a decision will be Holiday & Awards Night dinner. So-
Please RSVP by Dec 5", 2005 called for at the January 2006 meeting. cia hr at 5:30, dinner at 6 pm
_ _ _ _ Dec 13" Fairhaven Lodge # 73 stated
Fairhaven Lodge No. 73: Lodge Officers contact information meeting, 7:30 pm.
Office | NAME PHONE E-MAIL DeC :!'5th Whatcom LOdge gated meet-
ing dinner at 5:30 pm, lodge at 6:30
WM James F. Brady Il 360) 384-4012 [forady@aqte.net pm. 1% Degree planned.
SW  Vern Christianson 360) 738-4889 chevia@cc.wwu.edu Dec 16" Bellingham Bay spl. Degrees
] ] ) lanned.
JW  Eugene “Skip” Metzger  (360) 756-8272 skipmetzger@bigplanet.net P

Jan 13" Whatcom Lodge spl. Bunco

TR  Gary Pitcher 360) 380-0756 itchl@gte.net Night, family fun, begins at 6 pm.

SEC  Thom Baughn 360) 676-0419 tbaughn@earthlink.net Jan 19" Whatcom Lodge stated meet-
) _ ing dinner at 5:30 pm, lodge at 6:30

CHA G. Winton Smith 360) 733-4547 western@telebyte.net pm

MAR  Dave Nelson 360) 738-9982 dpnels@comcast.net Jan 21% MFLA hosted by Whatcom

SD  Donald Olsen 360) 671-8726 Lodge, 10 am at W. Meplewood.

JD  Joseph Howell 360) 715-1381

To contribute to this newsletter please send your
letter, comment, historical fact, poem or calendar

SS  Donald LOUghmi"er 360) 734-4694 MM announcement, by the 2™ Monday of each month, to:
JS  Elbert “Ed” Bynon Jr. 360) 671-1272 John F. Browne P.O Box 1895
ph. 738 - 1537 Maple Falls, WA. 98266

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

TYL Ron Fine 360) 676-5747 RONFINE2@aol.com e-mail  jbrowne@telcomplus.net
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r.3 Whatcom Lodge
the Master’'s Trestle Board

Greetings Brothers,

As the leaves change color and drop, and the holidays come and
go, | wanted to take a moment to thank everyone who has been
of great assistance to me the past couple of months as | perform
my duties as your Worshipful Master. For those brethren who
have made it to lodge, | think we are progressing and many great
things are happening in our lodge. For those brothers who have
not made it to lodge, we miss you and look forward to seeing
you in the near future.

We have been busy as a group with Bro. Sam Hart being passed
to a Fellowcraft and soon to raised as a MM, Mr. Robert Lowe
& Mr. Tim Springstead being initiated as an Entered Apprentice
Masons. The Petition for affiliation by Bro. Hal Hofherr and for
the Degrees of Masonry by Mr. Max Davis were approved at
our November stated meeting. It is an exciting time for your

lodge.

Up coming events include our annual Holiday & Awards Night
dinner on Dec 10" (see our Ad) and on Friday January 13", 2006
we will have our Bunko dice game Family Night (6 pm). | am
planning on having another friend’s night out. This is where we
as Masons can bring friends to dinner and socialize as a group.

The big event for this up coming year will be our Lodge's 100
year anniversary. | would like assistance from the brothers in
putting on a great event for our Lodge and Community. | have
some ideas about a possible historical booklet about the history
of our lodge. Do you have any ideas for this project?

Please let me know any ideas, events or activities you would
like to see the lodge do.

We must do a better job of reaching out to our fellow brothers
who can’'t make it to lodge. | will be talking more about this in
the future, but if you have suggestions on ways to reach out,
pass them on to me.

Also remember my theme for this year iss Do not ask what your
lodge can do for you but what you can do for your lodge!

If you have any ideas or needs, | am looking forward to hearing
from you. Most importantly | am looking forward to see you at

lodge.

WM Mike Johnston

We can easily forgive a child who is afraid of
the dark. The real tragedy of life iswhen men
are afraid of the light. Plato

Geometric Bull

"Old Tiler Talks,"
by Carl Claudy
"There are a lot of things in Masonry,"; began the New
Brother to the Old Tiler.

"Bravo!" cried the Old Tiler, sarcastically. "Who told you
all that?"

"And some of them," continued the New Brother, "are
more or less bull. | yield to no one in my love for the order, but | see
its faults. And when | am expected to learn the science of geome-
try as a part of Masonry | know | am being bulled. There is no more
sense to including geometry in the second degree than there
would be including paleontology or..."

"I love to hear a man say he can see the faults of Ma-
sonry," interrupted the Old Tiler, "because then | am in the pres-
ence of a master mind. Generations of philosophers have made
Masonry what it is. When a new brother can plainly see its faults he
is greater than all of these."

"Of course | did not mean it that way. | just meant that
I, er, you know..."

"Do I? Well, then | suppose I'd better not mince words
about it. To say there is no sense to geometry in the second de-
gree is to advertise the fact that you know nothing and care less
for the symbolism of the order. Take from Masonry its symbolism
and all you have left is a central thought with no means of expres-
sion. Imagine a great musician, deaf, blind, and paralyzed, his
heart ringing with wonderful melodies and harmonies, yet unable
to give them expression, and you have a mental picture of Ma-
sonry without symbolism. Symbolism is Masonry's means of express-
ing thought, and geometry, in the second degree, is not an arith-
metical study, but a symbol.

"Geometry was an outgrowth of the first science. The
first glimpse brute man had there was aught in nature but haphaz-
ard chance or the capricious doing of a superior overlord was
when he learned the stupendous fact that two and two always
make four.

"From that humble beginning and recognition of the
master law of the universe-which is, that law is universal, unchang-
ing, and invariable-grew the study of things; their surfaces, their
areas, their angles, their motions, their positions. Modern methods
have gone farther than Euclid, but his work was perfectly done
and Euclid's geometry stands today as a perfect thing, as far as he

took it.
Continued on page 4
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P.4 Geometric Bull  Continued from page 3

"Geometry is the science of order. Reaching back to the first recognition that there was order in the world, it may stand for
anyone who has eyes to see, as it does stand in Masonry, for man's recognition of God in the universe. It is a symbol of universality. By
geometry we know that natural law on earth is nature's law for the stars. There have been few atheists in the world, but | venture to say
that none of them have been geometricians or astronomers. They know too much to deny the existence of the Great Geometer when
seeing His work.

"Geometry is everywhere. It is in the snowflake's measured lines of crystallization. There is geometry of the honeycomb and a
geometry of the cone of a fir tree. Mountains stand or fall as they obey or disobey the laws of geometry and the spider in her web and
the planets in their orbits alike work according to the universal laws of geometry.

"| think God's thoughts after Him,' said the great astronomer Kepler, looking through his telescope and thinking of the ge-
ometry of the skies.

"If we know two angles and one dimension, we can find the other dimension. Man has angles and dimensions; and if we know
enough of them we can find the rest. One of a man's angles is his love of Masonry. Given a real love of Masonry as one angle, a willing-
ness to live her precepts as the other and we can tell what sort of a man he is now, used to be, and will be in the future.

"It is a real geometry the second degree commends to you, my brother, because it is a symbol of law and order, of Deity, of
universality. But it is spiritual geometry which you should study rather than the propositions of Euclid, bearing in mind that they are sym-
bols of that which Masonry most venerates, most wisely teaches, and most greatly loves.

"Our ancient brother Pythagoras discovered the wonderful demonstration of the Great Architect which is the forty-seventh
problem of Euclid. And so when | hear a young squirt of a Mason, with his eyes barely opened to the long path which is Masonry wind-
ing through the stars to God, say that the geometry in the second degree is bull, | wish | were young enough to take him out in the back
lot and treat him as | would a small boy who found humor in church and fun in sacred things, and..."

"Oh, stop!" cried the New Brother. "l was wrong. | didn't understand. Say, where can | get a geometry book? | want to know
more about that forty-seventh problem."

"In the reading room," growled the OId tiler. "And, say, son, when you get it in your head, come back here and explain it all
over again to me, will you?"

Ys$ KING S QUOTE'S  The legitimate powers of government extend to such acts

resoesosy only as are injurious to others. But it does me no injury for
Enjoy the little things my neighbor to say there are twenty gods or no god. It

neither picks my pocket, nor breaks my leg.

{OP' one day Thomas Jefferson, 1743 — 1826

you may look back
and realize they were A mind that is conscious of its integrity scorns

the big things. to say more than it means to perform.”
Robert Brault Bro. Robert Burns

Freemasonry is kindness in the home, honesty in business, courtesy in society, fairness in work, pity and con-
cern for the unfortunate, resistance toward the wicked, help for the weak, trust in the strong, forgiveness for
the penitent, love for one another, and reverence for God. Author unknown

Please cut (<) along line and return, thank you!
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